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We’re bringing your favourite High 
Holy Days services for you and 
your family to enjoy! Beth Tzedec 
members can participate  in-person 
or online. 

This High Holy Days Guide will be 
updated with direct links to access 
the services as we move closer to 
Rosh Hashanah. Check your emails, 
and weekly eblasts for updated 
information and virtual links or visit 
our High Holy Days hub page at  
bit.ly/bt-hhds-2026.

Sanctuary Services
Join Rabbi Steve Wernick, Cantor 
Chaim Stern and musical director 
Asher Farber with the High Holy 
Day Choir for our spectacular 
and inspiring High Holy Day 
services with excellent chazzanut, 
choral singing and teaching. 
Congregational Torah and Haftarah 
readers participate in the Torah 
Service. 

On Sunday, the Shofar Service and 
initial blasts begin at approximately 
10:30 am. There is no shofar on 
Saturday, the first day of Rosh 
Hashanah. 

The Sanctuary Services will  
be livestreamed via bit.ly/hhd-
livestream.  

Rosh Hashanah 
September 12 & 13 at 8:30 AM 

Kol Nidrei 
September 20 at 7:05 PM

Yom Kippur 
September 21 at 9:00 PM 

Short & Sweet Outdoor Services
Join Yacov Fruchter, Director of 
Community Building and Spiritual 
Engagement, and Spiritual Leader 
Aviva Chernick for this spirited 
and welcoming 90-minute Service 
highlighting essential elements of 
the liturgy (Machzor), and combining 
familiar melodies and meaningful 
takeaways in an approachable way. 
This year, these Services are offered 
in-person only. 

Rosh Hashanah 
September 12 & 13 at 10:30 AM

Kol Nidrei 
September 30 at 7:05 PM

Yom Kippur 
September 21 at 10:30 AM 

Family Services
This 90-minute service is lively and 
lots of fun. Join Daniel Silverman, 
Director of Education & Program 
Development, and rabbinic student 
Michelle Wernick for stories and 
songs to delight the family. These 
Services are in the Hendeles Chapel 
and offered in-person only.

Rosh Hashanah 
September 12 & 13 at 11:00 AM 

Kol Nidrei 
September 20 at 7:05 PM

Yom Kippur 
September 21 at 11:00 AM 

Mezzanine Services
Join Rabbi Robyn Fryer Bodzin, 
Cantor Sidney Ezer and Ritual 
Director Lorne Hanick for this 
inspiring and participatory service. 
The warm atmosphere and emphasis 
on singing will help every member 
engage with the liturgy as we 
celebrate the chagim. These Services 
are offered in-person only. 

Rosh Hashanah 
September 12 & 13 at 8:30 AM 

Kol Nidrei 
September 20 at 7:05 PM

Yom Kippur 
September 21 at 9:00 AM 

Return Again and Again: 
Meditation 
Begin your day with time in silent 
reflection, simple repeated melodies 
and deep learning. Spiritual Leader 
Aviva Chernick will guide us using 
the mindfulness tools of returning 
to the breath and the body, together 
with the teachings of this season, 
to awaken our hearts and open 
the pathway for the prayers that 
are waiting to be spoken. All are 
welcome. Previous experience with 
meditation is not necessary.

Rosh Hashanah 
September 12 & 13 at 9:30 AM 

Our Services
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Festival Mincha-Ma’ariv
Everyone is invited to join us at 
the end of each day for evening 
services in the Hendeles Chapel or 
on our livestream via bit.ly/hhd-
livestream.

Erev Rosh Hashanah 
September 11 at 6:00 PM

Rosh Hashanah  
September 12 & 13 at 7:15 PM 

Kol Nidrei: Early Mincha 
September 20 at 2:00 pm

A Selichot Service with Cantor 
Chaim Stern and guests Neta 
Elkayam and Amit Hai Cohen  
Saturday, September 4    10:30 pm     

As part of our special weekend 
leading into the High Holy Days, 
join us for an extraordinary spiritual 
and musical experience with Cantor 
Chaim Stern, accompanied by 
musical director Asher Farber and a 
talented ensemble of musicians for a 
powerful night of piyyut and prayer, 
in collaboration with guests Neta 
Elkayam and Amit Hai Cohen. 
There is no charge but pre-registration is 
required via bit.ly/selichot-service-2026  
or call 416-781-3511. 

Connect Lounge
Looking for a quiet place to sit, relax 
and connect with congregants, 
friends and family over a cup of 
coffee and freshly baked cookies? 
Make plans to meet up in the 
Connect Lounge!

Rosh Hashanah 
September 12 & 13 from 10:30 AM  
to 12:00 NOON

Yom Kippur Mincha Service
Join us in the Sanctuary for our 
Mincha Service with a Torah reading 
and a reading of the Book of Jonah.  
It will also be livestreamed via bit.ly/
hhd-livestream. 

Yom Kippur  
October 12 at 5:00 PM

Neilah, Ma’ariv and  
Shofar Blowing
Join members of our Spiritual 
Leadership in the Sanctuary as we 
conclude the High Holy Days with 
this beautiful and inspiring service 
in which we imagine the Gates of 
Heaven closing and offer our final 
plea for redemption and life. 

Neilah will be followed by Ma’ariv, 
Havdalah and the final shofar 
blowing. You are encouraged to bring 
your shofar

If joining us via our livestream feed, 
for Havdalah, we suggest that you  
turn off the lights and turn on a glow 
stick. Then grab your shofar and 
sound the final blast with us.

This service will also be livestreamed 
via bit.ly/hhd-livestream.

Yom Kippur Evening 
September 21 at 6:30 PM
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BTogether: A Pre-Rosh Hashanah 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service & Dinner   
Friday, September 4     6:00 pm   

Join us for an exciting and music-
filled evening! We begin at 5:15 pm 
as part of the Ashkenaz Festival’s 
“Shul Crawl’ with an intimate 
performance by Jewish-Moroccan 
singer and Ashkenaz Festival's artist-
in-residence Neta Elkayam and 

Amit Hai Cohen, bridging Persian, 
Bukharian, North African and 
Ashkenazic traditions, flowing into 
our musical Shabbat at the Floor 
Service and concluding with a 
delicious, catered dinner.
Cost: $54 adults; $28 children. Reserve by 
August 31 via bit.ly/pre-rosh-hashanah-
dinner-2026 or call 416-781-3511.

Our 20s & 30s can register for the Shabbat 
Dinner via bit.ly/20s-30s-dinner-sep-2026.
Register for the Shul Crawl at 5:15 pm, visit  
bit.ly/shul-crawl-bt-2026.

20s & 30s Rosh Hashanah Kiddush
Gather with other 20s and 30s for a 
Rosh Hashanah Kiddush featuring an 
apple and cider tasting with leaders 
of our 20s and 30s Committee.

Rosh Hashanah 
September 13 from 12:00 to 12:30 PM

Camp Hi Ho: High Holy Days 
Children’s Care Experience 
Welcome to Camp Hi Ho; our 
High Holy Day children’s care 
experience! While parents are in 
services, campers (children) will be 
participating in developmentally 
appropriate explorations around 
the themes and messages of the 
holidays.  

Games, singing, acting, escape room 
challenges, physical play, guided 
mindfulness exercises, snacks and 
more await at Camp Hi Ho!
camp units: 
Shofar Babies: Birth to age two—
with professional childcare staff

Tekiah Tots: Pre-K, JK and SK— 
Ages 3 to 5

Shevet Shevarim: Grades 1 and 2— 
Ages 6 and 7

Troop Teruah: Grades 3 and 4— 
Ages 8 and 9

The Tekiah Gedolah Gang:  
Grades 5 to 8—Ages 10 to 14

Rosh Hashanah 
September 12 & 13 
from 9:30 am to 12:30 PM

Kol Nidrei 
September 20 
from 6:55 to 9:00 pm 
(Babysitting, childcare and 
programs for children up to  
Grade 3 only)

Yom Kippur 
September 21 
from 10:00 am to 2:30 PM

Pre-registration is requested. To register, 
visit bit.ly/camp-hiho-20264. 

Voices of Awe: A High Holy Day 
Concert featuring Cantor Chaim 
Stern and the High Holy Day Choir 
Thursday, September 17 at 7:45 pm

Join us at Beth Tzedec for our High 
Holy Day concert, blending classical 
grandeur and deep tradition of the 
magnificent prayers and melodies of 
the Days of Awe. 

The evening showcases Cantor 
Chaim Stern and the Beth Tzedec 
Choir, a 12-vocalist ensemble, with 
special guest Cantor Tibor Kovari 
(Beth Tikvah). Musical direction by 
Asher Farber accompanied by a live 
instrumental ensemble, and special 
appearances by Lily Librach and  
Ari Posner. 
Everyone is welcome. There is no charge  
but pre-registration is required via bit.ly/
voices-of-awe or call 416-781-3511.

Tefillah and Tales
for kids in Pre-School, JK and SK  
and their families

A joyful 30-minute holiday adventure 
for little ones—with songs, prayers, 
stories and shofar blasts!

Rosh Hashanah 
September 12 & 13 at 9:45 AM

Yom Kippur 
September 21 at 9:45 AM

Our High Holy 
Days Programs
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Outdoor Family Experience: 
Shofar Blowing and Tashlikh  
with Daniel Silverman 
Thursday, October 3 
3:30 to 4:30 pm

Join Daniel Silverman at the baseball 
diamond at Cedarvale Park for an 
outdoor shofar blowing after which 
we will walk to Cedarvale Ravine 
to perform the ritual of Tashlikh, 
symbolically casting our sins into the 
river. Bring some pieces of bread to 
'cast' into the river.
Pre-registration is recommended via  
email to dsilverman@beth-tzedec.org.

Outdoor Shofar Blowing and 
Tashlikh with Rabbi Steve Wernick 
Thursday, October 3 
4:30 to 5:30 pm

Join Reb Steve in the Beth Tzedec 
parking lot for an outdoor shofar 
blowing. Then, at approximately  
5:00 pm, we will walk to Cedarvale 
Ravine to perform the ritual of 
Tashlikh, symbolically casting our 
sins into the river.
Pre-registration is recommended via email 
to rgolan@beth-tzedec.org.

Yom Tov Morning Fun
(For children ages o to 4, with a parent; 
 and for kids ages 5 to 7 and ages 8 to 12)

Saturday, September 26, Sunday, 
September 27, Saturday, October 3 
and Sunday, October 4 at 9:30 AM

Children up to age 12 are welcome to 
join our Yom Tov drop-in programs 
when our holiday services are held 
during the week. We start with Yom 
Tov free play then engage in age-
appropriate prayer experiences 
and welcome special guests like 
our shinshinim. We conclude with 
blessings and snacks.
This is a drop-in program. 

Downtown Shofar Blowing 
with Yacov Fruchter 
Thursday, October 3     4:00 pm    

Join Yacov Fruchter in the Rosh 
Hashanah mitzvah of the shofar 
blowing. We will meet at the 
Labyrinth (700 Markham St., 
Toronto). All are welcome. 
Pre-registration is not required. If you have 
any questions, please email Yacov Fruchter at 
yfruchter@beth-tzedec.org.
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AI and Thou: Human  
Connection in the New  
Age of Machine Learning
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 
from 11:00 to 11:45 am

Martin Buber distinguishes two 
types of human relationships: I-It, 
where the “other” is someone to 
be used, analyzed or categorized; 
and I-Thou, where the “other” is 
encountered with mutual respect 
as a whole, present individual. 
Today, AI applications are able to 
predict our personal medical futures 
and can help guide mental health 
therapies. How might the undeniable 
usefulness of AI challenge our 
deeper understanding of ourselves 
and others?.

Judy Libman in conversation with 
Simon Weisz and Benjamin Walters, 
two tech entrepreneurs and Beth 
Tzedec members

 

 

Al Haemet v’Shalom—On Truth 
& Peace: Navigating Difficult 
Conversations in Difficult Times
Yom Kippur—Session 1 
from 12:45 to 1:30 pm

Political and religious differences, 
especially with regards to our 
relationships with Israel, can 
create emotional conflict within 
our families, our friendships and 
our communities. How can we 
find better ways to listen and 
communicate with each other?

Yacov Fruchter in conversation with 
Michelle Shulman, Chair of  Shalom 
Hartman Institute of Canada.

Human Rights During  
Difficult Times
Yom Kippur—Session 2 
from 3:15 to 4:30 pm

Rabbi Steve Wernick will be joined 
by Justice Rosalie Abella for a 
conversation on nurturing the next 
generation of compassionate Jews. 

 

With a Strong Hand and an 
Outstretched Arm: Building Safe 
and Warm Communities in an  
Age of Anxiety 
Rosh Hashanah Day 2 
from 11:00 to 11:45 am

What is the right balance between 
security and serenity, barriers and 
belonging? How is our community 
responding to the challenges of our 
time. 

Judy Libman in conversation with 
Sara Lefton, Chief Development 
Officer, UJA, and Brett Copeland, 
Principal, Robbins Hebrew Academy.

High Holy Days 
Hot Topics!

mailto:dsilverman%40beth-tzedec.org?subject=
mailto:rgolan%40beth-tzedec.org?subject=
mailto:yfruchter%40beth-tzedec.org?subject=


A Stuffie Sukkah-bration!   
(For kids ages 3 to 6 and the grown-ups 
who love them!)

Sunday, September 27 at 1:00 pm   

The Stuffies came to us and asked, 
“Why do humans have all the fun? 
We want to celebrate Sukkot too!”

“No problem,” we said. “Come with 
your favourite stuffed animal and 
let’s show them what fun Sukkot can 
be together!”
There is no charge but pre-registration is 
required via bit.ly/stuffie-sukkah-bration.

Short & Sweet Multi-Generational 
Family Service and Sukkah Hop   
Saturday, September 26 at 10:30 am   

Join us for a special Short & Sweet 
Sukkot Family Service! We’ll pray, 
sing and have lots of fun on Yom Tov! 

After services, we’ll have lunch in 
stages as we visit sukkot in the 
neighbourhood. (In the case of rain, 
lunch will be at Beth Tzedec).   
There is no charge but pre-registration is 
required via bit.ly/family-service-sukkah-
hop-2026.

20s & 30s Dinner in the Sukkah
Friday, October 1      
Services 6:00 pm | Dinner 7:15 pm  

Join BT 20s and 30s for our monthly 
Shabbat dinner ... in the Beth Tzedec 
Sukkah!

We will begin with our Shabbat at 
the Floor monthly service  followed 
by a delicious Shabbat dinner by 
Apex Kosher Catering.   
Cost for dinner. Pre-registration is required 
by Monday, September 28 via bit.ly/20s-30s-
sukkah-shabbat6.

Family SimcHAT Torah Party, 
Hakafot and Dinner
Saturday, October 3      
6:30 to 8:00 pm  

Don’t miss the CROWNing event of 
the season! 

CAP off the fall holiday run with this 
grand finale celebration. This party’s 
gonna be LID! The Royal Ascot and 
Kentucky Derby are so passé; we’ve 
TOPPED them both! What will this 
year’s Millinery Midrash reveal? 
Decorate a hat and join the parade! 
Cost for dinner. Pre-registration is required. 
Watch for registration links coming soon. 

YESH! After Dark: Sukkah Edition
(For kids in Grades 5 to 8)

Sunday, September 27 at 8:00 pm   

Once a month, when the sun goes 
down, the fun turns up! Join us for 
an evening packed with awesome 
activities, chill time with friends, and 
a touch of Jewish inspiration.

Join us in the Sukkah for a movie 
that will take you out of this world. 
Popcorn and snacks will be served.   
Cost: $10. Pre-registration is required  
via bit.ly/yesh-sukkot-2026.

Let’s Sit: Sukkah Edition
Monday, September 28 at 7:15 pm  

Sitting in the Sukkah offers a special 
kind of comfort and embrace.
Join Aviva Chernick for this edition 
of our community mindfulness 
gathering, in silence, in reflection,  
in song and…in the Sukkah. And there 
will be soup and tea to keep us warm. 
No previous meditation experience 
required. Any text shared will be 
translated and transliterated. 

Please dress warmly.

All members of the LGBTQ+ 
community welcome.
There is no charge but pre-registration is 
required via bit.ly/lets-sit-sukkot-2026.
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Sukkot and 
Simchat Torah
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